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Personal Note / Welcome 

I’m excited to work with the talent in the band this year.  Be prepared to practice regularly and intelligently with a metronome and tuner. Smartmusic subscriptions are encouraged at home. http://www.smartmusic.com/. We have some exciting music planned for this year, and I am looking forward to the most enjoyable year yet as we learn more about each other as musicians and as people.  
Course Goals 
1. Understand and apply the technical mechanics of sound production and related music theory.
2. Learn to rehearse effectively as a band while utilizing the leadership structure effectively so that each section works cooperatively within the entire ensemble. 

3. Study and understand social and historical influences of the selected music, listen to a wide variety of related music, and apply this study to performance.

4. Perform music chosen for public performances, festivals, etc. in the proper style while demonstrating standard performance etiquette.

The curriculum is based on the California State Standards for Music. For access to the full text of the standards, go to www.nusd.org.

Course Objectives 
Students will:

• listen to, analyze and describe music terminology.  

• read and notate music.

• develop performance skills in order to perform a varied repertoire. 

• compose and arrange music and improvise melodies and variations.  

• perform in a large group and in small ensembles.

• describe, analyze, interpret, and derive meaning from musical works.  

• develop criteria, then make critical judgments about and determine the quality of musical  

   experiences and performances based on elements and principles of music

• apply what is learned in music to learning in other subject areas.  

• develop competencies in problem solving, communications skills, collaborative peer work and

   time management.

Texts 
Music is supplied. Video and audio will be utilized.

Progress Reporting
Grades shall be reported at the end of each progress reporting period for all students.  Progress reports will be mailed home and/or accessible to parents online approximately every five/six weeks.  Whenever a student falls below a C- after the second Progress Report for either semester, the teacher shall arrange a conference with the student’s parent/guardian and/or send a written report.  (Board Policy 5121)

Classroom Policies 
Grading 
Class Participation: 50%

Participation in a music class is arguably the most important element in a rehearsal and performance based setting. If every player in a band is focused and committed, the group will enjoy far more success. For this reason, class participation will account for the greatest portion of your grade.

This grade can be earned by arriving on time to class, warming up when the second bell rings, listening intently throughout class, responding to questions, asking questions, and always remembering music and instruments. Each of these elements is crucial to the success of the band and will help each of you grow the most as musicians, which is our ultimate goal.

Arriving late to class, cutting class, forgetting your instrument or music, disrupting class, excessive talking during rehearsal, and not practicing will cause your classroom participation grade to plummet. These disruptions will be noted throughout the year and the information will be used to calculate your participation grade. All that is required for a top grade is listening, thinking, questioning, and practicing. Practicing outside of class is the single most important element to effective rehearsals during class. Practice your music for class, and bring any areas that require attention to your lesson teacher. Use a metronome and tuner during every practice session.

Performance Evaluations: 45%

You will be given periodic quizzes to test mastery of your parts, scales, or other music handed out in class. These tests should be no problem for you as long as you are practicing and striving for the highest performance level at all times. You be graded on note and rhythmic accuracy, phrasing, dynamics, articulations, intonation, and more. Informal performance evaluations by the instructor will also contribute to this portion of the grade, based on individual contributions to class rehearsals. Concert participation contributes significantly to this portion of your grade.
Theory and Written Assignments: 5%

Theory and Ear Training are an essential part of our program and will each be worth 5% of your grade. 

Concert/Festival Participation

All school concerts are mandatory events. Missing a mandatory performance will result in the loss of one grade letter (i.e. A becomes B). It is essential that you take home the preliminary calendar attached to this form, go over the dates with your parents/guardians, mark down all included dates for your groups, and keep those dates down as immovable commitments. Not showing up to an event to which you are committed is unfair to your teacher, your fellow musicians (who are relying on you), and to yourself. Please do not let this happen!

Festivals and other community events that may come up throughout the year will be considered as a class and decided upon together. As soon as we commit to a certain performance that performance becomes mandatory and the above rules will apply.

Personal illness and family emergencies are the only exemptions to the above rules. NO OTHER EXCUSE WILL BE ACCEPTED.
General Rules

No food or drinks are allowed in class except for water. Any food or sodas seen by your chair during class will be immediately thrown out. Food is allowed at lunchtime but must be completely consumed by the first bell for 6th period. Any remaining food will be thrown out.

Respect the band/choir room and equipment. Do not leave wrappers, papers, or other garbage lying around. Any equipment damage you cause will be your responsibility to replace. This includes instruments, music, stands, percussion, and everything else.

Only percussionists are allowed to use the drums and other percussion. 

The administration of the school has established the two following rules that we are required to follow:

 No hats or any head-coverings are allowed in the classroom at any time, including lunch. You will be given one warning and then your hat will be confiscated. Only a parent note will allow you to retrieve a confiscated hat.

Cell phones and other electronics are prohibited during school hours. Like the hat rule, you will receive one warning if a teacher sees you with such a device. After that, it will be confiscated until you bring in a parent note.

Homework 
All MSA students are encouraged to take lessons.  Lessons and music require practice.  All students should practice regularly both parts and music for concerts, festivals and tests.  Students in Music Theory and Ear Training also have homework assignments which are part of the overall Jazz Band, Concert Band or Chamber Music grade.
Classroom Tardies
   You are expected to be in your seat, warming up, by the time the second bell rings. 

Two points will be removed from participation points (five total points per day) for each tardy, and five points will be deducted for each unexcused absence. 
Attendance

It is absolutely essential to our success as a group that you attend class regularly.  Students who miss critical rehearsals may not be eligible to perform at concerts and festivals, and one point will be deducted for each excused absence.  Students missing class cannot make up the experience of the rehearsals that they miss.
Supplemental Materials / Media  
Rarely, we may review films that give students insight into the nature of art music and ensemble playing.  

Class Information 
Concert and Festival Attire

The following is the required concert clothing for all school concerts and festivals. All clothing for performances must be in nice condition, ironed and cleaned. Shirts must be tucked in and socks must be black.

Men:   

Black suit jacket and slacks with white collared shirt, dark dress socks and shoes. 

Women: 

All black formal attire with appropriate coverage.

School Concerts and Events

Our school concerts take place in one of our two performance venues here at NHS, the Old Gym and the Performing Arts Center. You will be required from time to time to help bring equipment over to the performance space for a concert or to bring it back after a concert. In the event that we are taking equipment back to the band room after the concert, it will be required for you to stay and help until everything has been returned and then check out with Mrs. d'Alessio.

One of the most exciting and unusual aspects of the Marin School of the Arts is how we bring together artists, musicians, actors, filmmakers, writers, and singers. We will be sure to notify you of important events going on in the other arts focus areas and you won’t want to miss some of the amazing things that are going on here. The more often you can get out and support your fellow artists, the stronger our arts community will become.
Parents/Guardians and Students: Please read the entire music syllabus at http://msamusic.weebly.com/, then read, sign and return this form.

Agreement: I have read this syllabus and agree to the class rules and grading policies listed. I have also looked through the preliminary events calendar and have marked down all currently listed events pertaining to the group I am in. I understand that events with dates to be announced will be announced as they become available and that there may be future calendar revisions to sign. I also understand that missing a mandatory performance for any reason other than personal illness or family emergency will result in a loss of one grade level.  In addition, I agree to plan braces fittings/removal and other procedures so that upcoming performances will not be impacted.

_____________________________________        _____________________________________

Student name (please print)


          Student signature

_____________________________________        _____________________________________

Parent name (please print)


          Parent signature

_____________________________________        _____________________________________

Date                                                                           Class Name and Class Period
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